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at large (especially since 1895) of a bureaucratic
tyranny. The incompetence of highly salaried
officials thus appointed and the enormous increase
of all officials, great and small, have not prevented
the Caucus from crushing liberty and robbing the
tax-payer so long as it can hoodwink a certain pro-
portion of half-educated voters into supporting its
nefarious designs. The whole process was very well
described in a leading article of The Times which
runs as follows :

" The machine is already far too powerful in this
country, and it is growing in power every year.
Not only is the representation anomalous and unfair,
but it is more and more ceasing really to represent
the constituencies as they are. Members of Parlia-
ment are becoming increasingly divorced from the
real interests and wishes of those who return them
and in scores of constituencies the electors have only
a choice between two strangers about whom they
know nothing, and who care nothing for them.
They are simply sent by the machines to win a seat
for the party managers. The great expense, direct
and collateral, of winning and keeping a seat, is
becoming prohibitive for many of the best candi-
dates we could have, and the consequence is that
the seats are filled by men to whom they are
a stepping-stone to personal advancement. The
machine promotes their candidature, and wealthy
men feed the machine. They do not do that for
nothing; and the result is growing to be that the
representatives forced upon the people are really,
in the last resort, the nominees of wealth in the
background. There are other reasons, but this is